
PROMOTION RECOMMENDATION 
The University of Michigan 

School of Dentistry 

Isabelle M.A. Lombaert, assistant professor of dentistry, School of Dentistry, is recommended 
for promotion to associate professor of dentistry, with tenure, School of Dentistry. 

Academic Degrees: 
PhD 2008 
MSc 2002 
BSc 1999 

University Medical Center Groningen, Groningen, NL 
Ghent University, Ghent BE 
Ghent University, Ghent, BE 

Professional Record: 
2015-present Assistant Professor, Department of Biologic and Materials Sciences and 

Prosthodontics, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
2013-2015 Research Fellow, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research, National 

Institutes for Health, Bethesda, MD 
2008-2013 Post-doctoral Visiting Fellow, National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 

Research, National Institutes for Health, Bethesda, MD 

Summary of Evaluation: 
Teaching: Professor Lombaert makes important contributions to the teaching mission of the School 
of Dentistry. She has been involved in teaching in various capacities including as a course director 
and classroom instructor. Her teaching involves students at all levels, including dental students, 
Master of Science students, PhD students, and post-doctoral fellows. Her teaching efforts in trying to 
stimulate the next generation of scientists is inspiring. She is involved in a special education project 
entitled "X-plore Engineering: Engineering a Cure for Cancer," a program geared toward designing 
summer educational projects for elementary school students (4th-8th grade). Her teaching 
philosophy is to provide students with a conceptual package that integrates and challenges multiple 
research fields to co-exist within the school. Coming from a multidisciplinary background, Professor 
Lombaert strives to stimulate critical thinking, collaborative problem solving and data analysis in her 
teaching. She lectures to pre-doctoral students in courses DENT 509 and DENT 511, and she 
became the director of DENT 509 in 2018. She also provides lectures for other departments within 
the university, for post-doctoral fellows and PhD candidates to improve their ability to conduct 
research. Her student and peer teaching evaluations show that she demonstrates mastery of the 
material she presents and is very dedicated and committed to ensuring that students get the most out 
of the material. As evidenced by her courses and teaching evaluations, she has also demonstrated the 
capacity to adapt, change, and evolve her teaching content and how it is delivered in order to 
maximize the knowledge she aims to impart. Professor Lombaert was recognized for her teaching 
and awarded the Outstanding Faculty Award for Service, Support and Teaching Excellence from the 
Alpha Omega Chi Dental Michigan Chapter. The award is in recognition of her teaching efforts in 
DENT 509 to stimulate engaging and interactive group discussions for more effective student 
learning and retention of material. 

Professor Lombaert has served as a mentor to an impressive list of students at all levels. She has 
mentored eight PhD candidates (six as primary mentor), nine graduate students (eight as primary 
mentor), six pre-doctoral students, and 18 undergraduate students from the College of Literature, 
Science, and the Arts, College of Engineering and School ofKinesiology. She has served on three 
PhD dissertation exam committees, and five PhD pre-candidate committees, one as the committee 
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